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Disaster Attributable to Howards Failure to Repulse Stonewall

Jackson

By J D BLO0DGO0D

Sergeant Co I 141st r First Brigade First Division TJdrd Corps

The latter part of April 1SG3 was a
period of creat actnity on the pait of tlie
Army of the Potomac There was a suc-

cession

¬

of reviews inspections brigade
and battalion drills new clothing was is-

sued

¬

all supeifluous baggage and camp
equipage was turned in mmj of the m
curablv sick were discharged and others
sent to the hospitals and nuallj on the
27th we received oideis to be ready to
march at an hours notice with three
days cooked rations in our hacrsicks and
five days rations in our knapsacks

We took the canvas coeiing off our
shebangs packed our effects and weie

ready to follow our gallant leader to mc- -

A few days after the battle of Fred-

ericksburg
¬

while a number of us who
were on duty as camp guard wcie sitting
around our campfire an old colored man
who had escaped from Fredericksburg and
crossed the river when our forces fell
back came along and stopped to warm by
our fire He was quite an intelligent man
had ahvajs been a slave but was a Union-

ist
¬

all the way thiough
Speaking of the rebel position he said

I tell you what it is boss dem rebels
is in dar mighty solid dcy is Dej is jist
like a snake in de hole lie stick his head
out and he strike dis waj and dat way
and when you go fer to hit him on de
head wid a stick den he dodge back in
de hole and you doan git in but he dar
all de same but you once git him clair
outcn de hole and whar is he

That is exactly the case we thought
and we acknowledged the soundness of the
n lnrkvs reasoning but what puzzled
us most was how to get the snake outeu
dc hole Burnside had tried him in
front once but had most disastrously
failed Now Hooker was about to try
a flank movement

In brief it was Hookers plan to send
a strong column some four or fie miles
down the river to threaten Lees right
and thus engage the enemjs attention
while the mam body of the army was to
cross the river at the various fords aboic
the town and thus secure a film position
before the enemy became awaie of his
real intentions

In case Iee withdrew his army from
Marves Hights Gen Sedgwick with the
Sixth Corps was to lay a pontoon bridge
across opposite the city and b a diiect
advance tnke possession of the eneinj s
fortified position

Gen Stoneman in command of the
Cavalry Corps was to cross at some dis-

tance
¬

above and making a wide detour
get between the Confederate armj and
Richmond destroy Lees communications
cut off his supplies and thus coopeiate
with the main army in the destruction of
the Confederate army

Our corps was placed under the com ¬

mand of Gen Sedgwick and with the
First under Reynolds and the Sixth was
to conduct operations in front of and be-

low
¬

the city
About 4 oclock in the afternoon of

April 2S 1SG3 we were in line and on
our march down the river and on our ar-

rival
¬

at an overlooking bluff some three
or four miles below Fredericksburg we
found that pontoons had already been
placed and a large force of our men
drawn up in battle array on the other
side of the Rappahannock

The enemy was also piesent in full
force while thir advanced line of skir-

mishers
¬

was but a few rods in front of
ours Lee was evidently deceived by
this show of force and led to believe that
the main bodv of oflr army was present
and that the battle would be fought on
the same ground as that of Dec 13

Tor a day or two we were kept in sus-
pense

¬

as none of us knew Hookers plan
and we hourly expected to be called upon
to cross the river and engage the enemy
Thursday April 30 we were called in
line for muster at the close of which the
Adjutant read an order from Gen Hooker
in which he stated that the movement on
our right had been entirely successful
that the enemy must either evacuate his
stronghold and come out and fight us on
ground of our own choosing or fall back
on Richmond We were assured of a glo-

rious
¬

victory in case he was willing to
fight and a moral success in case he chose
to retreat

We shouted and cheered over the good
news and in a short time were in full
marching order with our faces turned
westward We continued our march all
that afternoon and until midnight when
we armed in the vicinity of the United
States Ford some eight or 10 miles above
Fredericksburg where we halted for the
remainder of the night It had been a
Jong and exhausting march and we were
too tired to care for anj thing but jest
Besides we were not allowed to build any
fires so we had no chance to make anj
coffee even if we cared to do so

CEOSSINO THE KAITAHANXOCK

We were aroused from our slumbers at
4 oclock the next morning aw after a
hasty breakfast resumed our march
crossed the Rappahannock on a pontoon
bridge and soon found ourselves once
more in the presence of the enemy

Hooker had secured a position of great
natural strength his left flank resting on
the river while the general outline was
that of a semicircle facing to the south
the center of which extended two or three
miles beyond the river and included the
Chancellor House which gave its name
to the fierce and bloody battle that fol-

lowed
¬

We reached the Chancellor nouse early
In the morning and halted for a short
time then our brigade consisting of the
57tb 114th C3d CSth and 141st Pa
and the 20th Ind commanded by Gen
C K Graham was ordered to march
down the plank road to Dowdalls Tavern
and reinforce the Eleventh Corps which
held our right flank and was under the
command of Gen O O Howard Gen
Graham reported to Gen Howard accord-
ing

¬

to orders but that officer seemed to
consider it a reflection on him and his
corps that he should be tendered assist-
ance

¬

He assured Gen Graham that he
was fully able to hold his position on that
part of the line and positively declined to
accept the services of our brigade

There was nothing for us to do there-
fore

¬

but to retrace our steps which we
did and soon resumed our place in the
division which was commanded by Gen
I B Biraey

We advanced a fhort distance to the
south and soon came in contact with the
enemjs skirmish line while a rebel bat-
tery

¬

getting our range began to send oer
their compliments in shape of solid shot
and shells

Wo then were ordered to change our
position to a place less exposed which we
wore not olow in doing Just ns Lieut
Col G II Walking was in the act of
mounting the enemjs battery gae us a
farewell message in the shape of a 12
pound solid shot which struck Col Wat
Kinss horse in the opposite shoulder pass ¬

ing clear through him but not injunng his
rider in the least

The Colonel seemed fairly dazed for a
moment seemingly unable to comprehend
what had happened as his horse suddenly
dropped to the giouud

As it grew dark the filing gradually
Blackened and soon ceased altogether and
both aimies tested on their arms --awaiting

the coming of another day
The next morning we took up the line

of march and soon reached a position
about a mile west of tho Chancellor
House and turning into a groc of pines
we went into camp

During the afternoon while looking up
J cousin Jeff Wright who was iu theSi Wis I passed by Gen Birneys head

iquarteis and noticed n number of officers
among them Gen Sickles who command
ed our corps with field glasses looking

i 4J-

across the valley to the south to where a
wagon train was passing to our right
along the opposite ridge

Our officers at least some of them
were ceitain that Gen Lee was sending
his wagon tiain on in advance piepara
tory to a retreat on Richmond

They ought to hac known better by
that time but they had not become so in-

timately
¬

acquainted with the Confederate
leader as they afterward did

GenBirney ordered up a batteiywhich
began to shell the wagon train The fncts
were reported to Gen Hooker who oi
dered Gen Birney to advance with his
dhision and stuke the enemy on his flank
and rear and thus present his escape We
crossed the valley and formed in line of
battle on the opposite slope and advanced
until oiu line stiuek the rebel rear and
captured the 23d Ga entile except the
Colonel who after the sin lender mounted
his horse and made a dash for liberty

A PERILOUS TOSITIOV
Pressing on we reached the road aling

which the lebel force had passed but they
had a mile or two the stait of us and we
did not try to overtake them

Near this place was the Wclford Man-
sion

¬

and also quite extensile mines of
gold which had been formerly woiked
but were now abandoned In a field on

WE rOUND OURSELVKS BETWEEN THE REBELS

this plantation the entire division was
drawn up and massed and having no or-

ders
¬

to advance we awaited develop-
ments

¬

We were now some two miles in ad ¬

vance of our main army with the enemy
on every side except a narrow space in
our rear through which we had come and
our position was critical indeed although
no enemy was in sight

It was now nearly dark but all was
quiet until we were suddenly startled by
the sharp irregular rattle of musketry
which we knew to be the work of skir-
mishers

¬

and then came fierce volleys in-

termingled
¬

with the awful roar of scores
of pieces of artillery

All of this came directly from our rear
and although we were unable to under-
stand

¬

what it all meant we were very cer-
tain

¬

that something was wrong While
we waited wondering what it all meant
an orderly came galloping up to wheic
Gen Biraey sat on his horse and handed
hima paper Suddenly the bugle sounded
the assembly we took our places in line
and weie soon on our way to the scene
of conflict

We reached the valley through which
we had passed in the afternoon without
having met any opposition but on ascend ¬

ing the slope our advance line was sud-
denly

¬

confiouted by the rebel pickets
The firing had ceased by this time but
we soon began to comprehend that our
division of about six or seen
men a as entirely suriounded by the en ¬

emys forces
Fullj realizing our perilous position we

threw out pickets in eery diicction and
eery precaution was taken to secure our
safety

Not having any particular duty just
then I threw myself on the ground
Weariness overcame the sense of danger
and I was soon fast asleep About mid ¬

night I was rudely awakened by an awful
crash of artillerj mingled with the rattle
o musketry coining from the exact point
where our friends ought to have been
provided we had any and not more than
40 lods distant The din was peifectly
awful and coining as it did in the still
ness of night its terror seemed tenfold
greater The filing soon slackened then
ceased altogether and all was quiet

We learned afterward that the firing
was caused by Wards Brigade of our di ¬

vision making a night attack on the en ¬

emys line which intervened between us
and our main line for the purpose of
opening a communication with our forces
and relieving us from our dangcious and
unpleasant position This was success ¬

fully accomplished and the lncly visions
of Belle Isle and Libby which we had
entertained raded from our view

It was during this assault that the Con-
federate

¬

chief Stonewall Jackson was
mortally Nearly eveiy regi-
ment

¬

in the battle of Chancellors
ville has claimed the credit of killing the
rebel chief but there is scarcely loom for
doubt that it was done bj some man or
men of Wards Brigade of Birneys Di-
vision

¬

of the old Third Corps
Certain it was that the Confederate

army met with an irreparable loss in his
death and whatever advantage they gained
was uearly purchased

stonewall jacksoVb assault on
HOWARDS conps

We afterward learned the meaning of
the fierce encounter of the previous even ¬

ing It was caused by a sudden attack
by Jacksons Division on the Fleveuth
Corps lcsulting in its entire defeat and
rout

Instead of retreating on Gordonsville
as our officers vainly imagined Jackson
had simply marched his forces acioss our
front and having discovered that How aid
in his fancied security had neglected all
precautions looking toward an attack on
his patt of the line he had massed his
army and nil unexpectedly had fallen upon
the Llcveuth Corps and driven it back
with terrible slaughter Those frightened
Dutchmen came rushing to the real many
of them not having fired a shot shouting

We fights mit Siegcl but runs mit How-
ard

¬

Iu this case however the soldiers
weie not so much to blamo for the defeat
for very few men of any nationality will
stand and fight when suddenly and unex ¬

pectedly assailed by a determined foe
We rcmajned in the little valley wheic

wo first encountered the enemy on our
return chasing Jacksons baggage
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train until about daylight Sunday morn-
ing

¬

May 3 when we were aroused from
our slumbers and only had time to sat
a sandwich when we
were foimed in line facing the west and
had hardly completed our formation when
we w ere suddenly assailed on the left flank
by a rebel column and there were onlj
two things left us viz to stay theie ami
be slaughtered or to run for a better posi-

tion
¬

We soon received orders to fall
back double quick and were not slow in
obeying the order I never made better
time in my life than on that occasion

We soon l cached a faorable position
when we halted refoimed faced about
and advancing we soon met the oncom-
ing

¬

foe swarming towaid us through a
piece of w oods A brigade of the Twelfth
Corps which had been in advance and
which had suffered seveiely now passed
to our tear and without waiting for or ¬

ders we opened fire upon the rebel column
An officer mounted upon a magnifii ent
white hoise was seen tiding up and down
behind the enemys line which was fight-
ing

¬

behind a bieastwork of old logs and
rails and soon became the target for hun
dreds of rifles lie soon disappeared no
doubt hawng been killed or seriously

COL MADILIS SHAVE ACT

Our ranks were being fearfully thinned
men weie falling like Autumn Ieaes and
jet we held our position Looking to
my left I saw our flag go down Our
Color Sergeant was mortally wounded
but in an instant the flag floats again
boine by the stuidy arm of one of the
Color Guard He falls and down goes
the flag again but it is innnediatelj
seized by Capt Swait of Co G the
color coinpanj and again floats in the
breeze But he too falls and for a mo-
ment

¬

the old flag lies in the dust I
sprang toward it but Col Madill w as rid-
ing

¬

close behind urging on the battle and

MIDWAY OUR LINES AND

thousand

wounded
engaged

from

wounded

especially watching our colors and wkn
he saw them go down for the third time
he leaped from his horse and seizing the
flagstaff before I could leach it he re-
mounted

¬

and in very emphatic language
not all of which is found iu the book of
army regulations he declared that if that
flag went down again he would go with it

The battle rages on and we now dis-
cover

¬

a new- - line of battle filing in to take
the places of those who have been fighting
us so long and so well The enemy was
being reinforced but no help comes for
us We look anxiously around for rein-
forcements

¬

but none appear AVe seem
to be abandoned to our fate but no man
among that heroic number has a thought
of retreat until suddenly wp found that
we were being outflanked that tho enemy
were working around our right and there
was but one alternative we must fall
back or be captured Slowly sullenly we
began to retire rallying occasionally to
give the advancing foe a volley then con-
tinuing

¬

to ictiie
Wlnle thus engaged I came across a

soldier of another company who had been
shot through the body and I and a com
rade undeituok to cany him off the field
While so engaged we suddenlj found our ¬

selves about midwaj between our line
and the rebels The wounded man dis ¬

covered our perilous position as soon as
we did and told us we had better lay
him down and make our escape or the
rebels would capture the whole of us
This we did but not a moment had we
to spaie as the enemy was close upon us

Upon reaching the vicinity of the Chan-
cellor

¬

House we found a new line had
been founed passing which we reached a
place of safety and wee taken back into
the woods to rest and get some water

We were soon taken back to a position
in the new line and ordeied to tlnow up
breastwoiks

While in camp on Arlington Hights we
used to go out on detail to work on the
defenses of Washington We had but
little heart or interest in this work But
in our piesent condition we Ind all the
stimulus we needed and it was aston-
ishing

¬

how quickly we had a line of breast-
woiks

¬

sufficient to protect us from any
assault although we had nothing to dig
with except tin plates half canteens bay-
onets

¬

tin cups and our hands While
occupjing our new position a battery in
our front began to send us some complt
nients in the shape of rebel shells While
Ijing on our faces so as to give the rebel
missiles plenty of room to circulate over
our heads I heard a shell burst and saw
a cap fly over my body On looking
around I found a piece of the kIicII Iini
struck Robert McKmney Co H who was
ljing by my side and had literally crushed
the back of his head and my clothes weiebespattered with his brains He was a
most promising and accomplished young
man and was preparing himself for pro-
fessional

¬

life I had known him from
childhood and after the mornings fight
we had congratulated each other on hav¬
ing passed through the fearful slaughter
unharmed We buried him near where he
fell at the foot of a white oak and therehis body still reposes only to be awak¬

ened by the voice of Him who is the
Resurrection and the Life

Monday the two armies occupied theirrespective positions and all was quiet ex ¬
cept the occasional fire of a shaip
shootcr and some minor artillery engage-
ments

¬

Tuesday was spent in strengthening
our defenses till toward evening when
me inevitable rain began to fall We hadpacked up our effects under orders to beready to maich and theie we waitedthrough the long dreary night with theceaseless rnin pouring down upon uswithout shelter soaked to tho fc

ied disheartened and exhausted by theterrible strain that for dajs had beenupon us many of our comrades whom weloved and honored silent in death or ter-ribly
¬

wounded and in the hands of theenemy AH of these conditions combinedto make it one of the worst nights I everexperienced Toward morning we leceived oiders to maich and filed out ofthe woods into the road The first step
I took after leaching the road landed me
in the mud ankle deep I thought that Ihad seen mud before but this beat the
whole previous catalog The bottoms ofmy pants becomo overloaded with the sa-
cred

¬

soil I took out my knife and ampu ¬

tated about six inches of tho low or extrem

ities greatly to my relief
We reached our olucamp toward even ¬

ing and proceeded at once to inako our-
selves

¬

as comfortable possible More
than jhalf of the tents Vcre deserted only
the bate framework remaining Too well
vi knew whero their former occupants
weie Wo had entered tho fight on Sun-
day

¬

morning with 417 iiir rank and file
Of this number we diad lost killed and
wounded 220 nior3 Jhon half of the num-
ber

¬

engaged
It was many weeks before we fully re

coveicd from the effects of the disastrous
defeat at Chaucellorsvilfe We natuially
desired to know who was responsible for
the disaster and today jf would be hard
to convince any survivor of the 141st Pa
that it was not wholl or largely due to
the rout of the Lleventh Corps under
Howard It was no doubt a mistake in
sending our division on Saturday on a
wild goose chase after Stonewall Jack-
sons baggage tiain and it would natuially
seem that our commanding officer should
have known better than to have sup-
posed

¬

that Lee would run off without a
light Thej certainly lcained better aftei
waid He was not that kind of a com-

mander
¬

But suppose that Howard had repulsed
Jackson and driven him back with heavj
loss what would have been the result
Nothing short of the total defeat if not
the destiuction of the whole rebel armj
Sedgwick had already captured Freda -

icksburg and sealed Marves Hights on
the east and was closely pressing Lees
left and thieteiiing his rear while Hook ¬

ers main arm was in his fiont and with
the lebel aimy cut in two Lee would
certainly have been forced to fall back on
Richmond oi have suffered an inglorious
defeat Had Gen Howard improved the
three days during which lie held the right
of our line in fortifjing his position keep ¬

ing Ins picket line v ell extended to lie
front and simply used the ordinary pie
cautions which almost any commander of
an armj in an enemjs countrj would nat-
urally

¬

adopt the lcsults of the great bat-
tle

¬

would have been vastly different the
lives of thousands of biave men would
have been saved and he would have been
saved the difficult task of tijing to per ¬

suade the people of this countij- - that lie
was not pinuarilj responsible for the loss
of the battle of Chancellors ille

Slop flic O0115I1
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SOME NARROW ESCAPES

A New York Cavalrymans Adventures on
Picket With Indians and With a Grizzly

Editois Natiovl TiinuE In my
letter to Hie National Iiibune which ap¬

pealed in the issue of Aug 22 I nui
lated events that oecuued during the
Winter of Gl 05 while performing picket
dutj w ith the Second Div ision of tiie Cav
alrj Coips in the leai of the intienchcd
position occupied bj the Armj of the Po-
tomac

¬

before Petersburg Va
I also mentioned in that sketch that

our regiment the 21th N Y Cav start-
ed

¬

out fiom AVashington dismounted and
was assigned to the Provisional Bugade
Fourth Division Ninth Coips undei com
maud of Gen Buinsidc and as such par-
ticipated

¬

in all the engagements from
the Wilderness up to anil including the
assault and siege of Pcrersbuig to Oct
22 when we weie mdulited and assigned
to the Fust Brigade1 of Greggs Second
Division Cav ah j

An incident in connection with the bat-
tle

¬

of the Wildernef conies to my mind
that I will relate as I remember it The
night of Maj 7 I aiW a lfhmber of others
were detailed for picket We were moved
out just at dark through crooked paths
among the fallen trees to a point 111 ad ¬

vance of our slightlyiutienched line Just
as we weie deplojed and the picket line
had become established theie arose a jell
fiom the icbels that extended from their
cMiemc right to their extreme left When
the yell started there was a volley from
our side which I think was answeied
by the foe 1

Their jell had no sooner ended when a
loud and prolonged cheer broke out fiom
our side The confusion incident to the
yelling the cheering nud the vollejs of
rausketrj- - had n somewhat demoralizing
effect on the picket line which was made
up of men and boys who like myself had
never been under fire before that time
Some thinking there was about to be a
charge were for falling back on the main
line but after it became a little moie
quiet the line was re established In my
case I made mjself as flat as possible
realizing that I was far safer there than
I would be trying to hunt the crooked
trail through which we passed while on
our way to the front

I lay there all that night watching to-

ward
¬

the front not feeling any inclina-
tion

¬

to sleep for I thought I could hear
someone ciawling up toward me through
the bushes My carbine was pointed to
the front in a position that I could swing
the mu7le to the right or left the small
end of the stock iu the palm of my left
hand with the hammer diawn way back
and my finger on tin trigger

I do not at this late day just call to
mind what my iustiuctioiis weie that
night but I do know that had anj one
approached me fiom the diicction mj- - ear
bine was pointed I should have been very
apt to have filed and halted him later I
was but a kid at that time being a
little ovei 15 jeais old and it was my
first epeiience under fire at the front

I will never forget that night the rebel
jell answeied by the cheeis of our aimy
the vollejs of musketiy with the bullets
passing over my head striking trees and
bushes and over all a hazy cloud of
battle smoke which spread like a pall
over both friend and foe

When I went on picket that night I was
a tenderfoot soldier but the next morn-
ing

¬

when wc were withdrawn from the
front line to participate in tlJb movement
toward Spottsjlvania I felt that I was
a veteran in all that the term implied and
in the subsequent engagements in which
I participated let what come I was in a
measuic prepared for it

In my former sketch I incidentally re-
ferred

¬

to a race I once had with a grizly
bear which I will have to tell jou nlso
a bit of a k game I had with
an Indian

Before I became connected with the
Lee Foster Land and Cattle Co I was
sent out by Eastern parties to develop
a mining claim in the Rio Bovito mining
district of New Mexico At this time
the Apache Indians were giving the min-
ers

¬

considerable tiouble Hence on ac-
count

¬

of them the Indians despeiados
and wild beasts it was alwajs good policy
for a person to go well armed

I was out one day about five miles from
camp well up the mountains-- when I
saw- - an Indian just as he jumped behind
a tree As there was a large pine near
me I lost no time in gaining its protec-
tion

¬

My uiscnal cpnsisted of a Winches ¬

ter rifle a double action Colts six shooter
and a good buckhorn hnndle hunting
knife but ns this vyas my first experience
with the ignoblo ledman I hardly knew
what to do Had he been a Johnny Rob
during the wai Id have flutteied a lla of
tiuce at him and if hed been nil right in
less than two minutes wed have been
trading buttons also coffee for tobacco
I felt that something had got to be done
so I stuck out my ha Daniel Boone
fashion but without effect I finally
made up my mind that I ought to be
enough tor one Indian so I brought my
ufle to a position where JI could use it at
a seconds notice and stepped fiom behind
my tree and staited for his position with
a detcimination to get in the fiist shot

When I reached his tree I found he
had vanished and to tell the truth I
was glad of it Tho ground sloped off
from behind his tree which gave him a
chance to leave while I wns deciding what
to do I was excited enough to have shot
him had he been theie befoio he could
have shot me or flashed his Bible at me
They all cany a Bible to show me good
Injun when they get cornel ed

Not long after that I was out pros ¬

pecting and in my wandenngs I started
up a gulch not over 00 feet in width with
perpendicular walls on either side ovei
500 feet in hight The gulch was dotted
with clumps of willows and alders glow ¬

ing hero and there but with plenty of
walking space between As I passed
around one of these clumps of bushes I
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ran onto a grizzly bear wallowing in a
mudhole I was in a worse situation than
the Indian I had no Bible at hand to
flash at him nor any tree to protect me
To say that I was simply paralj zed would
bo putting it mildly so much so in fact
that I was unable to stir till tho bear
crawled out of his wallow hole and began
to straighten up ready for a closer ac-
quaintance

¬

Then I somehow regained my
senses and turned and ran making as
good time and I think a little better
than I did when on picket when my horse
broke for the reserve I dont believe
the bear followed me but as to that Im
not sure

These grizzlies are ugly customers and
had rather fight than cat honej- - and un-

less
¬

a man is in n safe place with a good
rifle and plenty of ammunition he stands
no show

I was informed by the prospectors that
there was a big gnzzly in that district
called Bigfoot and I think he is the
one I met in the gulch In all such cases
I had rather try mj speed first and if
that fails time enough to arrange for a
fight

I have been very much interested in
reading Comrade Peels Rough Riding on
the Plains I have in my wandenngs
been to many of the places which he
mentions nnd although the circumstances
are far different now jet 1 could easily
recognize places of which he wrote II
M FosTLit Co A 24th N V Cav Bar
ney Is M

CARRICKS FORD

An Eye Wltness Gives His Version of the
Killing of Gen Garnett

EniTon National Thihuxe I read
jour valuable paper with a great deal
of lntciest aim hardly know whose con-

tribution
¬

1 most admire They aie all
good and to one who served in the Army
of tlie Potomac a character like Geo
Dallas Mosgiove writing well say from
Stonewall Jacksons Corps would cer-
tainly

¬

be intenselj inteiestmg to many
who opeiated against that wily chieftain
and I lather begiudge the bojs who faced
Morgan in that they are having at this
late date so fluent a writer as the atithoi
of Bugle Notes Another subject that
has atti acted mj attention is the death of
Gen Gamett

I was a high pnvate in Co E 7th
Ind first call for 750U0 men The com-pan- j-

was recruited fiom Auiora and vi-

cinity
¬

The required 100 names were
enrolled lief 01 c Foit Sumter fell and be ¬

fore that hist call for 75000 volunteers
The company was ollieered as follows

John II Ferrj Captain Alex B Pattei
son Fust Leiutcnant Henry Waller Sec ¬

ond Lieuteiint and B F Burliiigame
Ordeilj Sergeant

We were lendezvoused at Indianapolis
and weie made color company of the 7th
Ind with no less personage for Colonel
than Ebenezer Dumont who had earned
an enviable reputation dunng the Mexi
can war

The 7th Ind was the second regiment
to leave the State We disembarked at
Grafton W Va We then went to Web
ster ami fiom there with other legiiuents
and a batterj started out one veij dark
rainj night for Plulippi where we ar ¬

rived on schedule time
The battel oj ened lire from the hill-

top
¬

overlooking the town while the in ¬

fantry led bj Col Dumont charged down
the hill and across the bridge by com ¬

panies in close column thiough the
stieets and far beond the limits of the
town Theie weie no casualties in the
7th Ind Col Kellej-- of the 1st W Va
was shot thiough the lungs by a man in
citizens clothes The Virginians would
have made short work of him but for the
timely mterfeience of Col Dumont who
said that he should be accepted as a pns
oncr of war since he had thrown away
his weapon an old fashioned horse pistol
and held up his hand loudly calling for
quarter The Johnnies lot one man
wounded leg shot off by bursting sneii

We weie not long delaved at the classic
town of Plulippi but wended our way
to Burlington and Laurel Hill whcie the
lebel forces under uarnctt disputed our
passage The choosing or locations auu
their fortifications weie proof of skillful
engineering While we were daily skir
mishing with them ana thinuing every
day we would be allowed to assault their
vvoiks McCIellan was busy getting iu their
tear at Client Mountain whcie considera-
ble

¬

strategy was shown and after a stub ¬

born battle fought between Rosecrans and
Gen Iegratn and won by Rosecrans who
swooped down on the rear of the army at
Laurel Hill the onlj thing left roi the
Johnnies to do was to beat a hasty retreat

anj thing to get away and not be caught
between two hres Then the mad race
commenced with Garnett s forces well in
the lead zAs the chase waxed warm the
load became stiewu with all kinds of
army equipments Finallj we commenced
ovcihauling their stiagglers and the ones
I saw weie liue lookmg fellows Thej
looked like men of leisuie from the cities
of the South and their diess and deport
ment denoted bouthein cultuie

After nassing over mountains andm lot
of rough countrj we struck the CheaJ
River Valley portions of which weie hue
moductivc land The 7th Ind was second
or third to the front While thus suit
ing to the front our eais weie saluted
by the boom from Gainetts artilleij
which was iu position on elevated giouud
on the opposite side of the river just to
the left of the ford The artillery and
infantry were ready to dispute our pas
sage of the ford

Col Dumont who had as much light in
him as any man north or south of Mason
and Dixons line dashed furiously to the
front and assisted 111 formation of line
of battle and then opened the much
longed for battle Our legimeut did but
little if any hung until Dumont led us
across the river which was probably 200
jards wide from bank to bank and about
three feet deep

The appioach to the ford from the en ¬

emjs side of the river led through a nar
iow goige which was thickly giown up
with trees and laurel bushes etending
high up on tho bluff or rapidlj nsiug
ground

To the left was the road which was
blockaded with wrecked wagons and one
or two pieces of artilleij- - an antiquated
iron piece about a 12 pouuder all of
which effectual blockaded the load In
ciossing the svvift iuuning cunent bote our
column below the fold Then commenced
a scramble thiough the laurel thickets and
up the nigged ascent Our Second Lieu-
tenant

¬

who had seen service in the Brit ¬

ish army and was veiy quick witted saw
a point to be gained by beating off to
the left Those of us who followed him
worked our way through the wrecked
tram in appioach to the fold and passed
all obstmctions Then we had clear sail
ing on to the next ford above about a
third of a mile distant Here we found
the enemy behind some diift that had
formed in the bend on the opposite side
of tho river My biother Wm Wheeler
was fust to gain position behind a tree
and fiied the hist shot I came up to him
just after he hied and after scolding be ¬

cause I stood in the open wheic the bul-

lets
¬

weie falling thick and fast he told
nie to shoot at an olhcei whose head and
bieast weie nbove the dnft wheic he was
either standing on something or mounted
on a hoise 1 laised my gun to diavV aH
bead on him when Oideilj heigeant B
F Burliiigame said to wait and we would
hie a volley at him At the word of com ¬

mand fiom Builingnmc tluce of us filed
and my biother said Youve killed him
I am certain theie were not 20 shots fired
by us at this second ford Wc ciossed at
once the enemy having fled after the
fall of their chieftain and found Gen
Gamett with a fatal wound in the breast
I saw a quiver of the muscles and he
was dead I was one of piobably a dozen
who were the fust to icacli him

I am not certain who the thud man was
in the firing party but think it was either
La cock or Vinson of Co E Now I
could not say positively whose shot killed
Garnett The credit was given to Bur
lingame at the time and has never been
disputed until after a lapse of 40 jeaia
When his gun was given over at Indianap-
olis

¬

a placard was placed on it which
lead This is the gun carried by B F
Bttrlingame and killed the first Major
General of the war

My statement of what I know to be
tiuo is in defense of a man who is not
licic to defend his claim He has long
since answeied the last 1 oil call But
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ARE YOUR
KIDNEYS W

Thousands Have Kidney Trouble and
Never Suspect It

To Prove What the Great Kidney Remedy SwampRoot Will
Do for YOU Every Reader of National Tribune May

Have a Sample Bottle Sent Absolutely Free Mail
It used to bo considered that only urinary and

bladder troubles were to be traced to tho kid¬

neys but now modern science proves that nearly
all diseases have their beginning in the disorder
of these most important organs

Tho kidneys filler and purify tho blood that is
their work

Therefore when your kidneys aro weak or out
of order you can understand how quickly j our
entiro body is affected and how every organ
seems to fail to do its duty

If you arc sick or feel badly begin taking
tho famous new discovery Dr Kilmers Svvanip
Root because as soon as your kidneys are well
they will help all the other organs to health A
trial will convince anjono

Weak and unhealthy kidnejs aro responsible
for many kinds of diseases and if permitted to
continue much suffering with fatal results are
sure to follow Kidney trouble imtates the nerves
makes j ou dizzy restless sleepless and lmtable
Makes you pass water often during the daj and
obliges you to get up many times during tho
night Unhealthy kidneys cause rheumatism
gravel catarrh of the bladder pain or dull acho
in the back joints and muscles makes your head
ache and back ache causes indigestion stomach
and liver trouble you get a sallow jcllow com-
plexion

¬

makes 011 feelas though jou had heart
trouble jou raiy have plenty of ambition but
no strength get weak and waste away

The euro for these troubles is Dr Kilmers
Swamp Root the world famous kidney remedy
In taking Swamp Root jou afford natural help
to Nature for Swamp Root is the mo3t perfect
healer and gentle aid to the kidnejs that is
known to medical science

If there is any doubt in jour mind as to your
condition take from jour urine on rising aootit
four ounces place it in a glass or bottle and let it
stand tv ent four hours If on examination it
is milky or cloudy if there is a bnck dust set-
tling

¬

or if small particles float about in il your
Kidneys aro in need 01 immediate attention

Swamp Root is pleasant to take and is used in
the leading ho3pitals recommended by phjsi
cians in their private practice and is taken bv
doctors themselves who have kidney ailments
because they recognize in it tlie greatest and
most successful remedy for kidney liver and
bladder troubles

SWAMP 11

tnenvmtq

EDlTORIlIi XTE If have the slightest symptoms kidney or
bladder troubles or if there is a trace of your familj send at once to Dr
Kilmer Binghamton N Y who v ill gladly send jou by mail immediately
without cost to ou a sample of Swamp Root and book containing many of
the upon thousands of testimonial received from men and women
cured writing sure to say that you read this generous offer in the National
Tribune

there are some of the boys still living w ho
were at the bkirmUh at the upper ford
and I will stand corrected when one of
them sas I in error J C Stewart
of Montana who is still living was one
of the few who were there and Im sane

will recall the facts in the case
AVhen killed Garnett w as behind the few

of his demoralized troops that were with
him His rear guard were crouchiug be ¬

hind the drift They did not fire another
shot after Garnett fell Had we possessed
one regiment of cavalry the last man of
that once imposing command could have
been taken

My mind is not clear as to whether
we camped on the field as stated by oth

or not My recollection is that our
small party that the skirmish line
followed up the cna e lor a mile or two
and then for the regiment to come

Then we moved on towaid St George
where the chase was abanuonea lrom
St George we moved in the direction of
Ihilippi which we reached in due course
ot time and theie learned of the disaster
which had befallen our troops at Bull
Run The regiment both rank and file
was anxious to pioceed to Washington
and tender our services to the Govern-
ment

¬

However our time being out we
weie oidered to Indianapolis and dis
chaiged

The above statements have been writ-
ten

¬

10 ears after the battle of Carricks
Toid and entirely from memory Have
kept no diaiy and copied fiom no one be-

cause
¬

I have never seen what I consid ¬

ered a statement of that affair
I shall now await the statement of

some conn ado who was in that squad at
the upper fold where Garnett was killed

Our regimental boie the follow-
ing

¬

Fiom Ihilippi to Appomattox
II C WllhlLOt Co E 7th Ind three
months seivice and Co A 7th Ind
three years Dillsboio Ind

-

First Guns at Shlloh
Editor National Tkihune I will

tell for the benefit of Comiade Loop CSth
Ohio and Comiade Fink 5oth III about
the hist guns at Shiloh The fiist guiu
wcic hied by three companies of the 25th
Mo under command of Maj Powell
These companies were sent out about --

a m Sunday morning and took position
about one mile south of Geu Shermans
headiniaiteis Two companies of the 12th
Mich and two compauics of the 10th Wis
weie sent to this hue at about the same
time olhcial reports say at 455 a m
He discovered the enemy and opened file
on him This was a battalion of the en ¬

emy under command of Maj Hardca tle
Gen A S Johnston hearing this firing
said to the oiliceis around him Gentle ¬

men note the hour 515 a in the battle
has begun Allowing for a difference in
timepieces which is only 20 minutes the
hour must have Leen near 5 a m

Col Mooie with the 21st Mo was
sent to icinforce the picket line ami
reached the line falling back at the Sevy
field some 300 iuds fiom where the hist
shots weie hied at sunrise and at once
founed line and engaged the enemys ad-

vance
¬

line under Col Shaver This was
about 0 a in

The 2tst Mo and pickets held this line
nlimit minutes when it was discov- -

eied they weie being outflanked by Shav- -

cfh and Woods Ongaues tnen movcu
to cast of held held this position about
one hour when they weie again compelled
to fall back We now met the 25th Mo
coming to our suppoit and again held the
enemy in check about SO minutes We re-

tired
¬

fiom this position slowly fighting
as we fell back to our division line just
in front of camp The houi was now
about S a m when our bugade battery
5th Ohio fired the first cannon at Shiloh

Confedeiate batteiics undei Robison took
position in fiont of us in East Coimth
load near Spain field Haipers and
Swetfs battel ics about 200 ards west
of RobiMins battery These weie the
first Confedeiate engaged and the
hour as stated was about t a ni

Wateihouses 111 Batteiy to the left
of Shiloh Chinch opened hie about the
same time and about S30 Taj lot aud
Mortons batteies to the light of Shiloh
Chinch opened on the enemy

TNTnw lot u5 lceanitulatc Musket firing
commoneed about 5 a in artillery about
8 a in aud became geneial all along
Sheunans and Piontisss fiont about S 30

into the Ten ¬a m Lick Cieek empties
nessee Itiver about two miles above Pitls
buig Landing not below The gunboats
Lexington and Tler took position about
C00 auls above the Landing and opened
file Dills Branch about 430 or 5 p m
not a moment earlier To have done so
eailier would have been fatal to Hurl
buts Division as they held this lino un-

til
¬

4 p m Now comrades I do not know
from what duection the sound of the first
guns leached you nor the time but I
was on the hue at suniise and was there
at sundown heard and helped fire the
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Swamp Root is pleasant to take
If jou are already convinced

that Swamp Root is what you
need you can purchase the regu-
lar

¬

iifty cent and one dollar size
bottles at the drug stores every¬

where

you of
it in history
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up

first and last guns on this memorabls
day April 0 1802 and if you will tako
the trouble to look up the official reports
in volume 10 Recoids of the Rebellion

on will find my statements here mado
to be about correct T W Holmji 21st
Mo Peabods First Brigade Prentisss
Sixth Division Army West Tennessee
Rutledge Mo

Ellas Howes Service
C A Pelton SS Maine St Middle

town Conn writing of the service of
Elias Howe jr says On page 651
Record of Service of Connecticut Men

in the Army and Navy of the United
States During the War of the Rebellion
appears the following entry Llias Howe
jr resident of Fail field date of enlist-
ment

¬

Aug 14 1SG2 date of muster in
Aug 2S 1SG2 muster out July 10 1SG5
This entry appears under the roster of
Co D 17th Conn commanded by CoL
William H Noble This recoid was pub-
lished

¬

by authoiity of the General As-
sembly

¬

under the directions of the
Department Brig Gen S

R Smith 1SS5 1SG Brig Gen Fred B
Camp 1SS7 18SS Brig Gen Lucius A
Barbour 1880 and Col Geo M White
Assistant Adjutant General from 18S3
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Mr Hunter is a hustler had 117 cases
allowed in one day He is at the Depart ¬

ment each day looking up neglected and
rejected cases Be uses all the testimony on
file and will look up jours Tee tins when
you get your money Write at ouce

JOSEPH H HUNTER
Pension and Patent Attorney
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